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MAY 17 1823
Robert Mills Lusher is born to George Lusher and Sarah Mills, in Charleston, South Carolina
1838 -1839
Lusher clerks for uncle, Robert Mills, an architect who designed the Washington Monument. He also attends Georgetown College, studying architecture.
1842
Lusher travels to Louisiana with cousins Alexander Dimitry and his wife. They teach in St. Charles and New Orleans. Dimitry was state superintendent of schools from 1848-1851. 
1850
Lusher graduates from Law School of University of Louisiana
1860
Lusher establishes first Normal School in state
1861 - 1865 
Lusher serves as state commissioner and marshal for Confederate government, in Alexandria, and Chief Collector of Confederate tax for Louisiana. He destroys $11 million of Confederate money and all tax records to prevent them from falling into Union hands.
JULY 19 1865 
Lusher writes to Gov. James Madison Wells to champion new schools: 
“…I do not propose, sir, to dilate on the instruction of black and colored ‘freedmen’ — for it is manifest that the new ‘friends’ of this unfortunate race are disposed to monopolize the care of its destiny; but I shall refer, chiefly, to that of the white educable children, between six and sixteen years of age — the spes ultimae Louisiana — the main hope of our beloved State — our only existing pledges for the perpetuation of her dignity as an enlightened commonwealth.”
NOV 1865 
Lusher is elected state Superintendent of Education. Reported the Picayune: “His term was abridged by the constitution of 1868, and though renominated for the office by the Democrats in the ensuing campaign, he declined to accept a position in which he would be compelled to enforce the rule of mixed schools.” 
CIRCA 1866 
A Lusher memoranda sent to Parish Assessors states “It is indispensable to the future honor and prosperity of Louisiana, and to the supremacy of the Caucasian race in her councils, that the benefits of liberal education should be extended to every white child within her limits …”
JULY 25 1866
Lusher writes letter to the Baton Rouge Advocate to build support for free public schools: “It is trusted that her people will … vindicate the honor and supremacy of the caucasian race, and to this end, will cheerfully make such contributions to the educational fund, as will enable your parochial authorities and local directors to train and improve every white child in the parish.

“It is a shame that we should not awaken to the fact that by our indolence and penuriousness, thousands of white children are growing up without the benefits of education whilst every energy is strained by the North to educate the negroes of the South.

“Is it fated that the ‘bottom rail shall become the top?’”
JULY 1 1867 
Lusher writes to police jurors to emphasize that for Peabody “free schools” do not mean “schools equally open to whites and blacks.” 
AUG 31 1867  
The Picayune in an editorial states, “We have never pretended to love other people’s children more than our own, nor to prefer black to white.” Yet, it continues, “we cannot avoid taking up the subject of the public education of the colored children,” praising Lusher and noting that white New Orleanians cared more for this education than the North. 
OCT 18 1870 
Memorial ceremonies for Robert E Lee take place at the St. Charles Theatre. Lusher is among the organizers. 
OCT 26 1870 
The New Orleans Republican reports that “Thus far the agent for Louisiana, Mr. Lusher, has used the (Peabody) fund exclusively for the benefit of the white children, and he has not sought in a single instance … the advise or co-operation of the State authorities. … we shall hope to see Dr. Sears and the trustees take the necessary steps to transfer this fund to hands that will use it to better advantage than Mr. Lusher with his bitter prejudices against our free school system can be expected to do.” 
SEPT 14 1872 
Lusher defends himself in a letter to the Picayune stating that, if elected on the Fusion ticket, he will “do equal justice to all children of the State, without distinction to their race, color or nationality …” He fails in his bid. 
SEPT 15 1875 
The New Orleans Bulletin reports that Lusher was among those who took a seat of honor on stage at St. Patrick’s Hall “to pay respect to the sacrifices made on Liberty’s altar” by the Crescent City White League at the Battle of Liberty Place the previous year.   One of the aims of the Battle of Liberty Place, during which the 5,000-strong White League killed 13 members of state and city police and six bystanders, was restoring Lusher to power. 
1876 
Lusher regains office of State Superintendent of Education 
SEPT 24 1879 
Lusher protests his “violent removal” from office by William G. Brown, the newly elected State Superintendent of Education, an African-American. 
FROM LA JOURNAL OF EDUCATION JAN 1881
Lusher: “That the colored people enjoy greater educational advantages than the white people, in the number and endowment of higher institutions is, for them, a matter of congratulations…

“The five thousand colored children, represents one-fourth of our school attendance, possess equal facilities with the whites. They are permitted to enjoy these separate schools, in suitable buildings, with proper furniture, competent teachers, and are fully protected in the exercise of all their privileges.” 
FROM LA JOURNAL OF EDUCATION DEC 1881 
Lusher quotes approvingly from editorial of the Morgan City Free Press, which stated, “If the colored man, after twenty years of freedom, has not learned the responsibilities resting upon citizenship … at least some of his rights to citizenship should be taken from him …”
FROM LA JOURNAL OF EDUCATION JULY 1882 
Lusher: “Many of the colored people of this city manifest a migrating disposition in school matters not at all favorable to successful work. The mania of this class for new schools resembles their mania for new churches.” He says he is speaking of the “ruder and more ignorant classes of colored people.” 
FROM LA JOURNAL OF EDUCATION JUNE 1883
Lusher quotes approvingly of a speech by Mississippi minister and former Confederate soldier J.L. Tucker, who wrote extensively about what he considered the mental and moral inferiorities of blacks: “… the negro instead of being improved by the means extended for his benefit, was retrograde in morals and religion. … [speaking of the John F. Slater Fund for the Education of Freedmen] Mr. Slater wasted his money when he gave a million of dollars for the education of the colored race.” 
FROM LA JOURNAL OF EDUCATION JUNE 1885
Lusher: “We believe that in any view of the case, the true policy to be pursued is to press the education of the colored people in the direction of manual training,” noting that the exhibit of “colored schools” at the Cotton Expo showed work inferior to schools for Indians and the “deaf and dumb.” Argues for education for blacks that uses “both the school-room and the work-shop,” stating somewhat ominously that “we believe that the true interests of the colored people, if not their ultimate safety, lies in this direction.” 
1889
Writing in his autobiography Lusher noted that he urged police juries to support the “thorough education of white children, in rural Louisiana, so that they would be properly prepared to maintain the Supremacy of the white race in rural Louisiana.” He also recalls how he had to go before the Legislature to protest “so degenerate a white citizen as Gov. Madison Wells” and his alleged proposal to “abolish the white public schools in Louisiana, and to open public schools for colored children in their place!” Elsewhere he describes his service to Louisiana “for the protection of white students and white children from the dreaded moral contamination portended by the approaching triumph of Radical Republicanism. …

“The attempt made, no long while after, to introduce colored children into the public schools of New Orleans, caused the organization of a Committee composed of this ex State Spt, Wm O Rogers, … and several other prominent citizens of New Orleans, empowered to devise a plan for opening schools for white children, free from Radical control.”

Elsewhere Lusher describes that in St. Bernard Parish “a want of wisdom induced the president of the school board to notify all children in the parish of their right to attend the public schools opened for them. Whites and blacks alike came to the Schools, but, as soon as the unnatural mixture was reported to the State Superintendent, he at once instructed the President of the Parish Board to cause colored children to go to School in buildings wholly apart from the buildings in which white children were accommodated and taught.”
NOV 22 1890 
Robert Mills Lusher dies. 
OCT 12 1912
W.O. Hart and Ernest T. Lagarde propose that New Orleans name a school for Robert Mills Lusher. 
March 27 1913 
Lusher School is dedicated. Speaker Ernest T. Florence notes that as soon as  Reconstruction was over, Lusher laid the foundation for the present public school system. Mrs. Alice Lusher was presented a bouquet of roses. 
MAY 26 1926
Alice Lusher retires from education. In an interview with the Times-Picayune, she recalls how in 1874 she participated in a high school student strike and refused to accept a diploma from a newly stated black schools superintendent. 

